Rotary D5890 District Grant Guidelines 2011-12
District Grant Funds (DGF) available to our District this year amount to a maximum of $105,500. This figure is 50% of the Total Grant Funds available to D-5890 of $211,000.
Prior to our District acquiring its District Funds for the year we must submit a spending plan to The Rotary Foundation (TRF), and this plan must provide a general description of the individual activities each club wishes to fund, based on actual applications submitted to the District. This spending plan will also form the basis of the final reporting process.
Since all planned and approved individual District Grants must be in the hands of the District prior to the District applying for funding, we are requesting that all applications be in the hands of the District prior to June 5, 2011. We realize this is prior to the 2011-12 Rotary year, and will take coordination between the incoming and outgoing Boards.
The Grants Committee contemplates holding regular meetings to consider individual District Grant Applications.

After a project is completed and the final report and all receipts are submitted to the District, the District will reimburse the club for the District’s share of the project cost.

Your committee considers it prudent to establish a few guidelines to keep in mind as we contemplate the applications that will come before us this year.

Guidelines – subject to review and amendment throughout the year:
1. A maximum DGF contribution of $2,500 for any one project by any individual club. This will permit the District to support a wide dissemination of funds rather than supporting only a few projects with a few clubs. District checks covering the reimbursement of approved expenditures will be issued upon the receipt of a final report and receipts detailing expenditures. 

2. A limit of one grant per club (except in the case where a District Grant is used to fund an Ambassadorial Scholar).
3. Clubs may partner with other clubs (up to a maximum of five (5) participating clubs) in any project and each additional club participating will attract a maximum District match of up to $2,500. Participation by clubs will count as the project for each of the participating clubs. Clubs are reminded that TRF requires active participation by all clubs in circumstances such as this.
4.  Acceptable DGF applications may serve either the local or international community.
5. Is there significant cash contemplated as being contributed by clubs rather than counting on District funding as the major source of funding? The committee expects that total Rotary Club contributions should equal or exceed District contributions.
6. Do the applicant clubs:
a.   have a positive history of giving to TRF on a per capita basis?
b.   have members who participate in District activities…Group Study Exchange, Youth  Exchange, District Assembly, District Conference, Seminars and Family Of Rotary?
c.   have a successful history of timely completion and reporting on previous grants (if applicable)? The Grants committee will be pleased to work with clubs who have not participated in Grants in the past.
7. Are applicant clubs current in payment of dues to RI and District?
8. Clubs are required to be “qualified” under the Future Vision Pilot rules in order to receive a District Grant, which includes signing the Memorandum of Understanding.  
9. Club District grant projects are not required to be sustainable, as are Global Grant projects. Neither are they required to be in one of the 6 focus area for Global Grants (see Terms and Conditions for Rotary Foundation District Grants and Global Grants, I. General Criteria - http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/fv_grant_terms_conditions_en.pdf ). 
Questions:  Contact Lisa Pauls at (979) 230-2146 or Lisa_Pauls@ml.com. 

