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ROTARY CLUB OF [CITY]

Address                                                                  TEL: (XXX) XXX-XXXX

 




City, State Zip Code Country                              FAX: (XXX) XXX-XXXX 

                                                                               WEB: www.XXXXXXX 

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Name and phone number 



E-mail at email@emailaddress.com
DATE:


Rotary club of [insert name of town or city] 
celebrates Rotary’s founding  
[CITY/DATE] – [Name of Town or City] celebrates Rotary International’s 104th anniversary by [describe your club’s service project or other Rotary anniversary celebration].  
Rotary is one of the largest and most influential international humanitarian service organizations in the world.  Founded on February 23, 1905, in Chicago, today Rotary has over 1.2 million members who belong to more than 33,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas.  As volunteers, Rotary members serve the needs of their communities worldwide.  
The Rotary club of [Club Name] will [describe the activity] on [date] at [where] to [explain the reason “why” for the activity].  [Number of club member members involved] will work hard on the project helping [describe how beneficiaries of service will be helped.] 
[Name of club] joins Rotary clubs around the world to recognize the day, also known as Rotary’s  “World Understanding and Peace Day,” by addressing a variety of community concerns.  Rotary members in Tarboro, N.C. are conducting free dental clinics for senior and low-income individuals, members in Kishwaunee (DeKalb), IL are holding food drives to restock area food pantries, members in Nash-Rocky Mount, N.C. are tutoring elementary school students, and clubs in Lompoc and Vandenberg Village, C.A. are beautifying the Veterans Memorial Building in Lompoc.
In London and Essex County, UK, Rotary club members are organizing a “Purple Pinkie Week” to raise funds for polio eradication efforts.  Club members will be reaching out to schools, colleges, universities, and shopping centers to collect funds. Those who donate £1will have their pinkies dyed purple. The name “purple pinkie” comes from the purple dye painted on a child’s finger to show they have been immunized. A donation of £1 will purchase two doses of oral polio vaccine.

Rotary members conduct projects to address today’s humanitarian challenges, including illiteracy, disease, hunger, poverty, lack of clean water, and environmental concerns while encouraging high standards in all vocations. Rotary members strive to build goodwill and peace, and provide humanitarian service in their communities and throughout the world.  

Rotary’s top philanthropic goal is to eradicate polio worldwide. To date, Rotary has contributed nearly US$800 million and countless volunteer hours to the protection of more than two billion children in 122 countries. Rotary is currently working to raise an additional $200 million toward a $355 million challenge grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. These efforts are providing much needed operational support, medical personnel, laboratory equipment and educational materials for health workers and parents. In addition, Rotary has played a major role in decisions by donor governments to contribute over $4 billion to the effort.  For more information, visit www.rotary.org/endpolio. 

###

Dear Rotarian,


Use this form to send a news release to your local news media to promote Rotary’s Anniversary on 23 February by specifically tying it into your clubs’ service project.  Add your own words and, if possible, include a photo of club members involved in service project. Remove this text box.
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